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S-0151.1

SENATE BI LL 5281

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Spanel, Hewitt, Fraser and Swecker

Read first time 01/19/2005. Referred to Commttee on GCovernnent
Operations & El ections.

AN ACT Relating to real estate excise tax fees and electronic
processing of affidavits; anmending RCW 82.45.180; creating a new
section; and providing an effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) It is the legislature's intent to
provi de funding for the devel opnent and inpl enentation of an automated
system for the electronic processing of the real estate excise tax.
The legislature finds that due to the nunerous users of the real estate
excise tax information, and the many entities involved in its workfl ow,
that county systens nust be conpatible wth the automated system
devel oped by the state departnent of revenue.

(2) The legislature finds that under current |aw an el ectronic real
estate excise tax affidavit that is signed with a digital signature
under chapter 19.34 RCWis a legally valid docunent and pursuant to RCW
5.46. 010, electronic facsimles, scanned signatures, and digital and
other electronic conversions of witten signatures satisfy the
si gnature conponent of the affidavit requirenent under this act.

(3) If at any tinme there is a legal dispute related to the
transference of any property relating to the filing of a real estate
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excise tax affidavit, the individual or entity that transmts or
delivers the docunents to the office of the county treasurer 1is
responsi ble for producing the original signature of the grantor and
gr ant ee.

Sec. 2. RCWB82.45.180 and 1998 ¢ 106 s 11 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) For taxes collected by the county under this chapter, the
county treasurer shall collect a ((two-delHtar)) ten-dollar fee on al
transactions required by this chapter where the transaction does not
require the paynent of tax. A total of ((+we)) ten dollars shall be
collected in the form of a tax and fee, where the calculated tax
paynment is less than ((+we)) five dollars. Five dollars of the ten-
dollar fee shall be deposited in the county treasurer's real estate
exci se tax electronic technology account. The county treasurer shal
pl ace one percent of the proceeds of the tax inposed by this chapter
and the treasurer's fee in the county current expense fund to defray
costs of collection and shall pay over to the state treasurer and
account to the departnent of revenue for the remai nder of the proceeds
at the same tinme the county treasurer remts funds to the state under
RCW 84.56.280. The state treasurer shall deposit the proceeds in the
general fund for the support of the common schools.

(2) For taxes collected by the departnent of revenue under this
chapter, the departnent shall remt the tax to the state treasurer who
shal| deposit the proceeds of any state tax in the general fund for the
support of the common schools. The state treasurer shall deposit the
proceeds of any |ocal taxes inposed under chapter 82.46 RCW in the
local real estate excise tax account hereby created in the state
treasury. Moneys in the local real estate excise tax account may be
spent only for distribution to counties, cities, and towns inposing a
tax under chapter 82.46 RCW Except as provided in RCW43.08. 190, al
earnings of investnents of balances in the |ocal real estate excise tax
account shall be credited to the local real estate excise tax account
and distributed to the counties, cities, and towns nonthly. Mont hl y
the state treasurer shall nake distribution fromthe |ocal real estate
exci se tax account to the counties, cities, and towns the anmount of tax
collected on behalf of each taxing authority. The state treasurer

SB 5281 p. 2



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W NNNNNNNMNNNNRRRRRRERRERPR PR
O © O ~N O UM WNIEO®OOO-NOOOMWNDNERO

w
[EY

shal | make t he di stribution under this subsecti on Wi t hout
appropriation.
(3)(a) The real estate excise tax electronic technol ogy account is

created in the custody of the state treasurer. An appropriation is not

required for expenditure and the account is not subject to allotnent
procedures under chapter 43.88 RCW

(b) The county treasurer shall collect an additional five-dollar
fee on all taxable transactions required by this chapter. The county
treasurer shall remt this fee to the state treasurer at the sane tine

the county treasurer remits funds to the state under RCW 84.56. 280.
The state treasurer shall place noney fromthis fee in the real estate

excise tax electronic technol ogy account. By the twentieth day of the

subsequent nonth, the state treasurer shall distribute to each county
treasurer according to the follow ng fornula: One-half of the funds
avail able shall be equally distributed anbng the thirty-nine counties;

and the balance will be ratably distributed anbng the counties in
direct proportion to their population as it relates to the total
state's population based on nbst recent statistics by the office of
financi al nmanagenent.

(c) When received by the county treasurer, the funds shall be
placed in a special real estate excise tax electronic technol ogy fund
held by the county treasurer to be used exclusively for the
devel opnent, i npl enent ati on, and nmi ntenance  of an electronic
processing and reporting systemfor real estate excise tax affidavits.

Funds may be expended to nake the system conpatible with the autonated

real estate excise tax system developed by the departnent of revenue
and conpatible with the processes used in the offices of the county
assessor and county auditor. Any funds held in the account that are
not expended by July 1, 2015, revert to the county capital inprovenents

f und.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. This act takes effect August 1, 2005.

~-- END ---
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